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Wassail 2019!
And so the year begins with
our traditional WASSAIL
celebration.
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We welcomed over 200 revellers, a
record crowd, to join us in chasing
away the evil spirits from the
orchard and welcoming in the good
ones to ensure a fruitful year and
bountiful harvest.
People arrived early, and enjoyed
some warm sunshine and a stroll
around the orchard and wildlife area,
all of which were looking at their
winter best thanks to efforts of the
orchard volunteers in the morning.
People greeted friends and brought
their families, children played
amongst the trees, there was a
warm congenial atmosphere.
Wyld Morris started proceedings,
drawing the crowd into the
performance area with their
traditional Morris tunes, jolly Wassail
songs (with rousing audience
participation), followed by some lively
dancing to lift hearts and spirits.
Meanwhile, Dorset Nectar provided a
variety of their local ciders to help oil
the wheels of revelry, and orchard
volunteers served hot apple juice,
the remainder of last year’s
pressing, which was greatly
appreciated by all. And a lovely
warm fire, created with surplus wood
from the orchard was beautifully
tended by the orchard fire makers.
The Town Crier in full regalia
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announced the start of the Wassail
and then Master of Ceremonies,
outstanding performer, storyteller
and fantastic friend of the orchard,
Martin Maudsley (ably assisted by
his “motley crew” of friends, family
and the odd mummer) began the
ceremony.
When Martin calls “Wassail!” the
crowd responds “Drink Hail” several
times in a variety of voices!
He crowned and robed the King and
Queen, who then chose a special
tree to be blessed with cider poured
on its roots and cider-soaked bread
placed in the branches. (Bread kindly
provided by Leakers) People were
encouraged to follow suit with the
other trees.
Then the crowd was invited to
create a loud hullabaloo – a great
noise made by whistles and drums,
rattles, shakers and voices to
frighten away the evil spirits and
attract the good ones ensure a
successful year of growing and a
magnificent harvest. It seems to
have worked so far!
We give thanks for the community
of trees we tend year round, for the
community of orchard volunteers
who make everything happen and
for the community of people in
Bridport who support our work and
enjoy the fruits of our labours.
Here’s to another successful year –
WASSAIL!
Michele Read
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Chair’s Report for 2018

Colour coded sheds

The hibernaculum
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What a year! The Beast from the East was followed by a long hot, dry summer making this a most
challenging time for the orchard. And yet not only have all the trees survived they somehow managed
to produce a bumper crop from which we were able to produce a record volume of apple juice. We are
not out of danger though; the stresses placed on the trees to survive the climatic extremes of 2018
may manifest themselves in one form or another in 2019. One benefit of the hot weather though, was
our bumper harvest of grapes, giving our allotment area a very continental feel.
Our three big celebrations, the January Wassail, August Allotment Day and October Apple Day were
once again enjoyed by increased numbers of people despite the adverse weather conditions that
prevailed on two of the occasions. These events are only made possible by a great deal of behind the
scenes preparatory work, and the support of local businesses, the Town Council, musicians and
performers, and our wonderful volunteers for all of which we are extremely grateful.
Volunteer numbers at each of the work session have been consistently higher than in previous years
with over 20 attending on virtually every occasion. Whilst the old adage of many hands making light
work runs true it is also true that as the orchard develops there is naturally more work to be done. It
also means that old hands are able to spend more time with new recruits in passing on their knowledge
and skills.
As the trees have steadily grown over the past eleven years, so too have the quantity of tools,
equipment and other resources required not only to tend them, but also to maintain the whole site, and
deliver our Wassail and Apple Day celebrations. Pressure on tools and storage had become increasingly
critical. In order to solve this problem, the Orchard Management Group submitted several bids for
funding support from local sources. The bids must have been extremely well written because we were
successful in generating much needed capital funding from each of the bids submitted. The new shed,
tools and equipment are just some of the items we have been able to purchase, and as a result the
orchard is in a well-resourced position for the foreseeable future.
Other notable occasions during the year include, attending the Bridport Food Fair in June, Melplash
Show in August and the Christmas Cheer in December. However, the highlight for many is the early
morning scything session in late July when the wild flower meadow area resounds to the sound of
swishing blades as it is mown in the traditional manner.
Many thanks to everyone who has joined us in these activities; you are the lifeblood of our wonderful
community project that is a haven at the heart of our town.
I nearly forgot to mention the construction of the Hibernacula (pictured below) and wonder what
creatures will be taking shelter in it this winter.
Ian Bark- Chair BCOG

Treasurer’s report for 2018
Of our four regular community events each year – the Wassail, Allotment Day, Apple Day and
Christmas Cheer - the significant event is Apple Day with the largest number of people attending and
the amount of money raised - in 2018 £1,122.36 was the net surplus.
The production of apple juice was achieved with a band of volunteers who washed and chopped
apples, crushed and pressed the apples to produce the juice which was then pasteurised and bottled.
The total amount of juice produced on Apple Day and in the juicing sessions beforehand was 75 bottles
of pasteurised juice, 28 litres in frozen juice. Together with the fresh juice produced on Apple Day this
raised a total of around £400 for the orchard funds
The grants we obtained during 2017 were used for the new large shed at the south of the orchard to
keep the tools and equipment used to maintain the orchard. We have also received, in partnership with
the Town Council, a Section 106 Award via West Dorset District Council amounting to £3,460. This was
obtained to assist with the costs of the new shed, the interpretation board, raised beds and the
polytunnel. Of this award £2,411.23 has been spent on the shed and tools and the sum of £1,048.77
remains for the other items.
Martin Maudsley produced a Mummers play for use at the Wassail and other sites around the
community. This was partly funded by a grant from Dorset CC supported by the AONB.
The allotment group remains mainly self-funding when excluding the rent and water charge for the
additional allotment beds.
Our operating costs have increased on publicity, being the website, public liability insurance and the
Melplash Show.
Funds retained at the end of the year amounted to £5,058.24 (including £2,911.23 as restricted funds)
and this meets our aim to raise sufficient funds to cover our operating costs and the construction and
equipment of the new shed.
We very much appreciate C W Groves and Son’s continued sponsorship of our newsletter each year.
The surplus of BCOG funds amounts to £2,365.43 with £65.39 held as petty cash in the allotment
funds.
David Hawkins - Treasurer BCOG

Apple Day 2018
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The threat of gales and rain was
kept at bay as Bridport
Community Orchard benefitted
from unseasonably balmy warm
weather to celebrate its 11th
Apple Day on Saturday 13th
October. Several hundred people
turned out to join in the fun.
There was a good variety of attractions to suit all age groups: children’s games, a selection of delicious
apple inspired cakes, cider and pickled onions for sale. There was also delicious freshly pressed apple
juice for people to enjoy, some made from our own orchard apples. Ploughman’s Lunches, served with
apples from the orchard, were much appreciated by the visitors. As well as acoustic music and Morris
Dancing, the audience was delighted by a performance by the No Limits Dance Group, and the event
was rounded off with the much-anticipated Apple Day Mummers Play led by the charismatic Martin
Maudsley, which transfixed children and adults alike. Other popular attractions included apple
identification, apple sales, tips on beekeeping and information stalls for Friends of the Earth and Dorset
Wildlife Trust.
This successful event would not be possible without the help and hard work provided by a large
dedicated band of volunteers, and the very kind offerings from our donors and sponsors, including
Forde Farms, Elwell Fruit Farm, other local apple growers, Dorset Nectar, West Milton Cider, and Groves
Nurseries. The Walditch WI did sterling work providing refreshments. Proceeds from the event goes
towards the ongoing support and maintenance of the orchards, ensuring that the whole community
continues to benefit from a maturing and unique asset that has become a jewel in Bridport’s crown.
Paul Arthur
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Bridport Community Allotment

Members
enjoying the
fruits of their
labours

Well, what a summer it turned out to be - it seems that we spent all
our time watering! We mustn’t complain but thank goodness (and
the Town Council) that we have water on site and I really sympathise
with those who have to transport water to their allotments.
We’ve had a good year with reasonable turnouts throughout the
summer and have attracted six new members who have all blended
seamlessly into the group.
Despite the challenging conditions we had really good results with the
borlotti beans (first attempt), squashes, potatoes and grapes. We
also have a good crop of brassicas again which had been well
protected with veggie mesh - so the caterpillars were kept at bay but
this year all the kale was covered with whitefly. If it’s not one
thing.........!
We held our usual Allotment Open Afternoon in August and this year
we moved it from Thursday to Wednesday afternoon, hoping to
catch a few more people going to and from the market. Sadly, I
think we had fewer visitors than last year but those who did come,
including the current mayor and two ex-mayors, enjoyed a wander
round the allotment followed by tea and a magnificent array of
home-made cakes and savouries. The public were, as usual, very
generous with their donations which always helps enormously towards
the running of the allotments.
A couple of months ago I was approached by “Grow Your Own”
magazine to write an article for their Community Allotment slot. This
I duly did and it appears in the December issue. I sent in a selection
of photos for them to choose from but they picked the only one with
no people in it!
We have now finished the weekly sessions for
this season and are into our winter schedule of
meeting on the first Thursday monthly through
till March 2019. We have numerous tasks to
keep us busy during the colder months including
replacing some of the wooden bed edging,
enlarging the polytunnel beds, sorting out the
sheds and renewing some of the bark paths I’m sure I’ll come up with other jobs over the
next few months to keep everyone busy and
warm!
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Dates for
your diary:
Working mornings
on the second Sunday
of every month*
10am - 1pm
*except June which will be
one week later

Spring blossom
event
Sunday 5 May
Apple Day
Saturday
12 October

Jenn Baker Community Allotment Co-ordinator
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