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With a view to enhancing its wildlife and
amenity potential, and thanks to a
generous donation from the Lions Club
of Bridport, we had a planting day in
early March.
Saturday 3rd March, the day before
planting, dawned warm and sunny, and
several members of BCOG went up to
the site and marked out planting areas.
Sunday 4th March, the planting day,
dawned dull and wet. However
volunteers, from BCOG, the Lions Club,
town councillors and local residents
turned up in a variety of waterproofs
and set to work with enthusiasm. In a
remarkably short space of time we had
planted nine fruit trees:
Golden Ball
The Stubbard
Pomeroy of Somerset
Allington Pippin
Warrior
Rosemary Russet
Adams Pearmain
Medlar ‘Nottingham’
Pitmaston Pineapple
We also planted a variety of native
shrubs, and a Jubilee oak planted by
Councillor Geoff Ackerman (see photo
on page 3), and had convinced

photo by Sheila Hawkins

Since our last newsletter
events have moved on at
the Jubilee Green at Park
Road, now owned by
Bridport Town Council
and managed jointly by
them with the Bridport
Community Orchard
Blossom at Jubilee Green
Group.
ourselves that the rain was useful for
settling in the new planting or at least
saving us from watering it in.
The fruit trees have since blossomed
and most of the native shrubs seem to
be doing well. Our hardworking
Treasurer has found us funds for an
information board, which will be made
by local craftsman Colin Crabb. In the
autumn we hope to plant some native
bulbs, and look forward to introducing
some wildflowers possibly next year.
We were fortunate enough when
purchasing these trees to be able to
include an order to complete the trees
required in the Community Orchard. Two
trees have been missing from the
cordons, spaces having somehow been
missed during the original planting
session. These have now been filled
with Tidicombe Seedling and Ben’s Red.
At the same time we were also able to
replace one of the pear fans, which took
exception to being planted amid
builder’s rubble and did not survive. We
have replaced this in a better situation
with Plum St Julien, which is now leafing
up nicely.
Paul Arthur and Sheila Hawkins
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Gardening
Club

Working on the dipping platform

Pond dipping
The pond in the wildlife area of Bridport Community Orchard is now ‘open for
dipping’! We had an excellent session on Apple Day last September with nets
plunged in from packed banks fishing out fearsome dragon fly larvae, lively diving
beetles and trusty mayfly nymphs aplenty. The abundance of creatures was all the
more remarkable considering the pond had only been finally and successfully filled
up a few months earlier. A relatively undisturbed pond of this size will attract a lot of
passing airborne bugs – did you know pond skaters can fly (you probably did, but
you might know someone who doesn’t) and water boatmen can catch and eat
tadpoles? There’s a wealth of watery wildlife to be found with a simple dipping net,
tray and ID guide.
BCOG now has several sets of pond dipping equipment that we can loan out to
schools and other groups who might like to delve into the deep. In order to limit
disturbance, we ask that you join an organised group if you would like to give pond
dipping a go in the Orchard. We would really like to see schools and other groups
using the pond for discovery and wonderment so please get in touch with Jill Lloyd
or via the website (Learning Resources page) for more details.
Nick Gray

The Bath and West Show
The Cider and Orchards tent has a display of more than 300 ciders, submitted for
judging, as part of this ancient (150 years) agricultural show. Supporters say it is
the oldest, and of course the best of such events. Regular tutored tastings of the
local ciders made it a most enjoyable day for 4 BCOG representatives who spent a
day there on June 1st.
We were kindly invited by Rupert Best to represent the many community orchards
across the south west, and it was a great occasion for useful networking. Many
orchard owners were there, as well as visiting VIPs (three MEPs, all of whom we
met and to whom we gave copies of our newsletter) and a number of people who
are interested in planting one, or just interested in ours. Our display boards (kindly
donated to us by Linda Bullock last year) were on show, with photos of recent
progress and activities.
We took turns to explore the rest of the show. For me personally the goats, sheep
and pigs are favourites (as at Melplash) but a special delight this year were a pair of
Suffolk Punches (heavy horses) in harness, with two 7 week old foals running
alongside.
We were privileged to be there, and had a good day. The afternoon ended with a
display of Morris dancing and wassailing. We thought the latter a bit unseasonal!
Jill Lloyd
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The grant money to pay
the gardener for the
community allotment has
now been spent and no
other grants have been
awarded. We have been
able to carry on with the
Thursday afternoon
sessions with POPP
agreeing that the 2011
grant can be amended to
allow 12 workshops for
the members and anyone
else interested in
gardening. The
workshops started on 19
April and have carried on
until the end of May with
five workshops continuing
through June and ending
on 5 July.
BCOG committee now
believes that we should
not be trying to obtain
grants to pay people on
the orchard or the
community allotment.
Generally volunteers
maintain the orchard and
we only try to obtain
funds to purchase trees,
materials and machinery
which are of use to BCOG
and improve the success
of events like the annual
Apple Day.
We are now actively
looking for volunteers
to help with the
community allotment
for the Thursday
afternoon club
sessions and would
also be like to hear
from groups or
individuals, who
would be interested in
having a share in the
community allotment
as from Autumn 2012.
Anyone interested
should contact us or
call in on one of the
Thursday afternoons –
2pm to 4pm.
David Hawkins
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Southern Hawker

Planting the Jubilee Oak in March:
Geoff Ackerman, Martin Ray, Maggie Ray, Don Morley (President - Lions Club of Bridport), Jill Lloyd and Andy Jefferies
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Wildlife News

Tadpoles in the pond - March

Working days are not only good for doing jobs around the Orchard, keeping in touch
with other BCOG members, and sitting down with tea and biscuits, but for spotting
wildlife.
Slow worms have been seen on the last two work days, in the wildlife hedge and in
the grass mulch under one of the apple trees.
However, our frogs have not done so well. Some large blobs of frogspawn turned
into a large mass of tadpoles in the warm days of March, but the cold weather in
April caused their complete disappearance. We’ll just have to hope they do better
next year now they know where the pond is.
The damp weather was good for the Verdigris Agaric, a greenish fungi which
appeared under the native hedge last autumn and reappeared this spring.
We’ve had better luck with our yellow rattle. Last autumn we scratched (or scarified
to use the technical term) some bare areas in the grass and sowed some yellow
rattle seeds. Yellow rattle, which is partly parasitic on grass, weakening it, and
allowing other wild flowers to get a roothold, is quite fussy about temperature and
the length of grass it will grow in. So when Nick Gray, our wildlife expert told us this
spring that some had germinated, we were delighted.
Gill Massey
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The changing face of the Orchard
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The apple press

News in brief
BCOG AGM
BCOG held its AGM on 25 January
2012 in the Bridport Arts Centre.
Attendance was slightly lower than
previous years, owing to another
meeting in the town about the future
of St Michael’s Trading Estate. Jill
Lloyd presented the Chair’s Report
and David Hawkins presented the
audited Accounts. The Committee
was re-elected en bloc:

Bridport
Community
Orchard
Group
supported by:
(in alphabetical order)
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Chair:
Jill Lloyd
Treasurer:
David Hawkins
Secretary:
Sheila Hawkins
Committee Members:
Paul Arthur, Malcolm Drew, Louise
Finnis, Nick Gray, Andy Jefferies, Gill
Massey, Councillor Maggie Ray
It is with grateful thanks to Waitrose,
Lions Club of Bridport and the books/
CDs stall at the Potato day in January
for their generous donations, and to
Amanda at Vigo
(www.vigopresses.co.uk ) for her
guidance we have been able to
purchase our own pressing and
pasteurisation equipment.
Previous experience at the apple days
has been that the larger semi
commercial equipment lent to us by
Treewise at Symondsbury was able to
produce fresh juice faster than it could
be drunk at the stall. By choosing a
smaller press, and a hand cranked
crusher, Paul and I should be better
able to match our production rate to
your consumption, and furthermore it’s
all small enough to be transported
relatively easily in a car.
I’m really looking forward to using this
kit. The addition of a pasteuriser will,
with a bit of forward planning, enable
us to fill some bottles before the big
day and improve their shelf life. The
intention of buying this particular range
of equipment is that once we have
sorted out a few details, we will be able
to loan it to supporters and friends of
the Orchard for use in their own homes,
so check out future newsletters for
details, and check out the kit for
yourselves on Apple day, Saturday 13th
October.
Malcolm Drew

While snacks and refreshments were
enjoyed by members, a short slide
presentation was shown highlighting
the year’s activities in the Orchard,
including volunteers on the monthly
Working Days, Apple Day, Potato Day
and Wassailing 2012, as well as
progress on the Community
Allotment.
Sheila Hawkins

The kettle’s on!
What really makes Bridport
Community Orchard truly great is all
the people who have joined in and
helped out in so many ways - literally
hundreds of them in the last five
years! Everyone is welcome at our
jolly working mornings - once a
month on the Sunday after Farmers
Market from 10am in the Orchard.
Generous tea breaks at the shed are
interspersed with weeding, pruning,
tree planting and all the maintenance
and repair jobs that keep the orchard
looking lovely.
Come along on:
Sunday 15th July, 10am
Sunday 12th August, 10am
Sunday 9th September, 10am

We welcome your
comments, letters, articles
or any orchard-related
items for inclusion in our
next issue. Please send
anything you have – no
matter how long
or short – to the editor:
tricia.hawkins
@hotmail.co.uk

Remember – it’s
your Orchard!

Our newsletter is generously
sponsored by:

Andy Jefferies

www.bridportcommunityorchard.org.uk
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