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Wassail!
Martin Maudsley leads the ceremony
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Wassail!

Stella Kenrick

Bread and song sheets, hot spiced apple juice and cider, lots
of enthusiastic people, Morris dancers and music were some
of the components that made up the Community Orchard
Wassail Celebration on Sunday 15th January.

The weather was kind, if a little grey and the ancient rite of
wassailing was carried out with suitable noise and verve so
any bad spirits were driven away and the good ones
appeased with gifts of bread soaked in cider, and placed in
the branches of the trees to ensure a good harvest this year.

This was a Community event well supported by the wider
community.  The most fun you could have on a grey January
Sunday afternoon? A resounding Bridport Community
Orchard “YES!”.
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Chair’s report - Jill Lloyd

Treasurer’s report - David Hawkins

2016 has been another very busy year, with many people contributing a great deal of time, effort, energy, expertise,
enthusiasm and commitment. Much of that is visible, in the fruit bearing trees, the flourishing allotment, the hedges,
pond, bog garden, wildflower meadow, bee hives, compost heaps and wild life habitats, but there is also a great deal
that happens behind the scenes.
Monthly working days and summer weekly allotment afternoons have been very well attended, and welcome new
volunteers have joined us. It is amazing how much can be achieved in a few hours with everyone working together.
We have held our three regular successful events in the orchard: Wassailing, Allotment Day and Apple Day, and had a
stand at the Food Fair, Melplash Show and Christmas Cheer.
We continue to be well supported by local businesses, especially Groves Nurseries, Leakers Bakery, Ford Farms
cheese, Elwell Fruit Farm, West Milton and Dorset Nectar cider makers, Wyld Morris, Walditch WI, and story teller
Martin Maudsley.  Powerstock Festival and Bridport Town Council both gave generous financial assistance. We are
most grateful for all these contributions to the orchard.
In January Ian Bark was appointed as Vice Chair of the Orchard Group and volunteer organiser and has led the
working sessions very effectively. Paul Arthur became Secretary of the Group and has meticulously put all our affairs
in order. Between them they have reviewed and re-written our Constitution, produced a new five year Management
Plan and policies. They also established a data base and our external communications and press releases have
improved. It has considerably reduced the amount I do, and made the organisation more efficient and I thank them.
David Hawkins manages our Facebook page as well as our money, and keeps detailed and accurate accounts.
Each committee member has their role and responsibilities, and all have worked hard and as a team with all other
volunteers to keep the orchard in good order, and providing a space and gatherings which all of us, the Bridport
community and the wildlife, enjoy.
It is my privilege to express our thanks to all those involved; the wonderful committee; all our  volunteers; Susannah
Madigan, web-editor; Tricia Hawkins, newsletter editor; Jim Binning, beekeeper; all sponsors for support in cash or in
kind, and finally our valued and essential partners, Bridport Town Council.
Many thanks to all and best wishes for a happy 2017 in the orchard!

We raised income from the four regular events of the year – the Wassail, Allotment Day, Apple Day and Christmas
Cheer. The significant financial event for the group is Apple Day where a net surplus of £887.66 was raised.
We also received a donation of £200 from the Powerstock Festival and a grant of £500 from Bridport Town Council.
The £200 donation from the Powerstock Festival helped towards the purchase of a tripod tree ladder which is really
needed now the orchard trees continue to flourish. The £500 grant from Bridport Town Council helped us over the
period when our funds before Apple Day were exhausted due to other cost pressures. £300 has now been used to
pay for part of the tripod tree ladder and the second apple press and the remaining £200 will be spent on the
second hand pasteuriser and other aspects of the apple juicing process.
The allotment group remains self-funding including the rent and water charge for the additional allotment beds.
We appreciate Groves Nurseries’ continued sponsorship of our two issues of the newsletter each year.
Funds retained at the end of the year amounted to £1,550.97 (including £200 as restricted funds) and this meets our
aim to raise sufficient funds to cover our operating costs. Operating costs have increased due to the higher costs of
maintaining the website and the need for Public Liability Insurance.
The surplus of BCOG funds amounts to £1,485.26 with £65.71 held as petty cash in the allotment funds.

We started 2016 with two hives of bees and evidence of bees flying on warm days. Sadly the newer
hive died out towards the end of February probably due to the bees being unable to access their food
stores. We restocked this hive with bees bought from a reputable source, and they proved to be a
vigorous and friendly colony. The original hive continued to expand. We believe neither hive swarmed
this year, probably due to the unusual weather patterns at the beginning of the season. We fed both
hives from the middle of September and gave them some fondant as a precaution at the end of
December. We hope that by careful management we can nurse both hives through the early part of
2017, and could have sufficient strength to allow us to split them to form a new colony in the Boot Field
in Askers meadow. As bees need all the help they can get, we have recently established a ‘pollinator
bed’ which includes a whole range of native bee friendly plants.
Jim Binning

The bees in the orchard



3

We celebrated Apple Day on Saturday 15th October
and what a wonderful occasion it was!
The day started for some at 8.30am with the arrival of the
Town Council and their gazebos that were duly erected around
the orchard. It was during this period of activity that the only
injury of the day occurred when one of the gazebos collapsed
and caused a stream of blood to emerge from Ian’s head.
Fortunately it was only a minor wound that was quickly
patched up and all was once again well with the world.
By 10.30am the orchard was all set up and ready for action
and people were beginning to gather in anticipation of the
start of the festivities at 11am. During the day musicians and
dancers of Wyld Morris followed by David Powell, Mitch
Norman and David Squirrell, plus a wonderful interactive
storytelling session led by Martin Maudsley entertained the
crowds.

Apple Day 2016
The Orchard Group has been
intending to have a day out
for quite some time and this
year the opportunity has
arisen.  Toby Buckland (ex-
Gardeners’ World presenter)
runs an annual garden
festival at Powderham Castle
near Exeter and we thought
we’d take advantage of the
generous ticket discounts on
offer for clubs.  As well as
the garden festival in the
grounds, the ticket also
allows entry to the castle
itself.  The festival takes
place over two days and we
shall be taking a coach load
of orchard and allotment
volunteers on Friday 28th
April when the star speaker in
the main marquee will be
Pippa Greenwood.  We are
also promised a good
selection of local food outlets
for lunch and many
irresistible plant stalls - we
may have to keep a couple
of spare coach seats for all
our purchases!
Jenn Baker

In addition ploughman’s lunches, pickled onions, preserves,
Town Mill flour and biscuits, and locally produced cider were
just some of the artisan products available.
Paul kept a keen eye on the weather throughout and at around
2.00 warned Ian that a deluge was due to hit just after 3.00.
Word was discretely spread round the stallholders and
preparations made for a quick dismantling and clearing of the
site. By 2.30 dark clouds were clearly visible in the distance
and the signal given to start clearing the orchard.

The first spots of rain arrived
around 2.40 by which time
the orchard was almost back
to its normal peaceful state.
Then just as Paul had
predicted, shortly after 3.00
the heavens opened, and last
few people to depart received
a thorough soaking.
Despite the rain it was our
most successful Apple Day to
date with more visitors, more
stallholders, more things to
do and a healthy boost to the
Orchard bank balance. A big
vote of thanks goes out to all
those people who helped to
make it such a successful and
enjoyable event.
Ian Bark

Children and some adults
indulged in some fierce apple
bobbing, and produced some
amazing cardboard structures
using recycled materials.

The apple juicing team was
kept busy washing,
chopping, crushing and
squeezing throughout the
day. The delicious juice that
flowed from the press was

quickly consumed or taken home in bottles to be enjoyed later.

Day trip to Devon
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generously sponsored by:

Working
days

on the
second Sunday
of every month
 10am till 1pm

A date for
your diary:

 

Apple Day
2017
Saturday
October 14th
11am - 3pm

With this in mind we created a
specific wildlife area whose main
attraction is the pond. This was
home to newts within weeks, and
last year host to our biggest
mass of frogspawn ever.
Dragonflies, pond snails, pond
skaters and even leeches are
among the other inhabitants.
One way of increasing a good
mix of wildlife is by providing a
diversity of habitats. An insect
hotel was made to provide
homes for our invertebrates, and
we have recently put up
birdboxes and have a hedgehog
box in the wildlife area. The
hedge there is also kept pretty
wild and undisturbed as a good
nesting spot. In the whole
orchard site, including Jubilee
Green, we are hoping to create
some areas of wildflower
meadow. This is proving quite
challenging as the soil is very
fertile (which, surprisingly, many

The orchard as a
mini nature reserve

wild flowers do not like!) and
couch grass, docks, and creeping
buttercups are only some of the
species that crowd out other
plants. We are hoping that yellow
rattle will come to our rescue.

This pretty little native annual is
semi parasitic on grass roots, and
helps to weaken the grass enough
to let us put in a range of
wildflowers. It does need a
helping hand from us by
scarifying the soil, sowing the
seed in late summer and keeping
the grass low until germination in
the spring. It is having some
effect thankfully and we are
putting in plug plants of a variety
of wildflowers where the grass is
less vigorous. Our dream for the
future is to see a flowery meadow
to delight people and pollinators!
This year we hope to carry out a
wildlife survey with expert help
from Nick Gray from the Dorset
Wildlife Trust to see just who and
what is living in the orchard.

From its very beginnings
the whole Orchard area
was envisaged as a
wildlife friendly place.

Gill Massey and Paul Arthur


