Bridport
x
Community
Orchard

r
u
o
y

Issue no. 20
January 2016

www.bridportcommunityorchard.org.uk

Orchard

A periodical newsletter for all those interested in
the work of the Bridport Community Orchard Group

Our eighth

Wassail!

It was not long before the many hands
had the flagpole up and the banner flying,
the fire lit, chairs out and a table laden
with our apple juice all in place. Whilst all
this was happening West Milton Cider
arrived and set up a table with bottled
cider and a cauldron of mulled cider
warming gently.
Gradually people began to make their way
into the Orchard and by 3pm a sizeable
crowd had gathered. This year we were
honoured to have as guests Jennifer
Coombs, The High Sheriff of Dorset and
Sandra Brown, the Mayor of Bridport
(pictured below).
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The Wyld Morris dancers took to the
specially mown turf and performed some
highly energetic dances that were greatly
enjoyed by the crowd. Then with a shout
of “Wassail” Martin Maudsley gathered
everyone together for the singing of the
tradition wassail songs – the crowd was in
extremely good voice, though not
necessarily always in tune.

The singing over, Martin tossed an apple
into the crowd to select the wassail King
and Queen. They conducted the wassail
ceremony, during which the oldest apple
tree is plied with cider and bread to
encourage a bountiful harvest next year. It
was then the turn of the gathered throng
to repeat the process across the Orchard
by the end of which all of the trees were
festooned with pieces of bread soaked in
cider – lucky birds!
To round off a most enjoyable afternoon
Martin gathered the crowd round the fire
to regale them with an appropriate tale.
As the light began
to fade and the
crowds slowly
made their way
home, everything
was cleared away,
and the Orchard
returned to its
more usual haven
of peacefulness.
Ian Bark
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photos by Tricia Hawkins

As the church clock struck 2pm members of the Orchard team began to
gather to begin preparations for the eighth annual Wassail. No sooner had
they arrived than the heavens began to deposit a slight but steady drizzle so
the new Coleman shelter was brought into service to give the musicians and
dancers a chance to keep themselves and their instruments dry.

2015 Chair’s report - Jill LLoyd
This has been another busy and fruitful year for the Orchard Group, with much achieved and enjoyed.
The monthly working mornings on the second Sunday undertake the routine tasks of weeding, clearing, scything
long grass, trimming excess growth, pruning and caring for the trees and the plants, as well as the bees, and
keeping everything in good order.
Occasional extra sessions are needed, especially in the summer, including several early morning scything
sessions starting at 6.30am, with breakfast.
There have been several new innovations and projects this year, starting in February when the main fruit tree
pruning is done. Also a whole day spent laying the long hedge between the allotments and the orchard which
was planted in January 2009.This was funded by a generous grant from Palmers Brewery Fund, which paid
for tools and materials; both events well supported in spite of cold weather.
The bog garden was extended and improved in April; and the lower entrance from Priory Lane widened, to
provide access for Western Power to their substation. In May a new system of mulching the fruit trees with
(free) spent hops from Palmer’s brewery was introduced which has reduced weeding. In July an evening summer
pruning took place, for the pear and stone fruit trees. A new row of five compost bins was built, to enable a more
systematic waste management and this now makes it possible to recycle most of the cut long grass, with a
valuable end product for the trees.
In August the two new banks either side of the widened west entrance to the orchard from Priory Lane were
planted with wildflower plants, and a ‘bug hotel’ was constructed for insects (and any other wildlife that wants
to stay there, no charge). The west side of the orchard now demonstrates multiple uses for recycled wooden
pallets.
Seven years’ hard work was rewarded in October when the apple crop was harvested, and this was the
first year that there has really been a significant amount of fruit; it was juiced, pasteurised and bottled, and
available to all on Apple Day, with the best specimens retained whole and making a good display for tasting,
which was widely enjoyed.
Three juicing evenings were held and produced 130 bottles of apple juice, which with a simple supper provided
enjoyable social occasions for the team.
In November daffodil bulbs (kindly donated by a local resident) were planted at both entrances and in the
wildflower bed and tubs, and the apple trees had a ring of grease applied to prevent insect moths from damaging
the fruit.
All these working sessions have been well supported by many cheerful and hardworking volunteers and
several new people have been welcomed this year.
The community allotment team meets every Thursday afternoon from March to October, and monthly during the
winter. It has been a very good year, both in the amount of fruit and vegetables produced, and in the number and
range of people involved. All are welcome.
Jubilee Green at the top of Park Road is the smaller orchard and there is less work required there but this year an
area cleared of laurels by the town council was planted with 35 whips by volunteers. These have survived in
spite of bindweed and drought (hard to believe at this stage in the year). The fruit trees flourish, and wildflowers
are beginning to thrive as the yellow rattle reduces the strength of the grass, this helped by three scything
sessions through the year.
The orchard team also organises several events each year, which are popular with the local (and wider)
community, and also provides some of the income needed to maintain the organisation all year.
In January there was Wassailing and the AGM: In May BCOG had a stand in the cider and orchards tent at the
Bath and West Show, and at the Ropewalks Fair on Millennium Green, and in June at the Food Fair in Askers
Meadow. In August the allotment team held an open afternoon; and the Small Things animal magic event
was held in the Orchard, coordinated by Nikki Northover and the Bridport Arts Centre. The Mayor’s
September Civic Day brought ‘a chain gang’ of visiting Mayors from all over Dorset.nThe annual Apple Day in
October is the major event of the year for BCOG, and the main fund raiser. Christmas Cheer in the town centre
in December and finally the Christmas party for all volunteers at The Ropemakers ended the year on a
positive note.
Much has been achieved, and very many people have contributed in various ways. We have an excellent website,
and a Facebook page, and the local press are helpful in covering our activities. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank the following people on behalf of the whole team:
Firstly the Bridport Town Council, our partners, without whom we could not control the grass, maintain the
paths, have allotments or manage Apple Day. They also provide public liability insurance, and are always helpful.
Wyld Morris, West Milton Cider and Dorset Nectar contribute to Wassailing and Apple day. Groves
Nurseries sponsor the newsletter, and have a stand on Apple Day as do Elwell Fruit Farm who gave generously of
their abundant crop. On Apple Day Ford Farms gave cheese and Leakers bread at reduced rate, and Walditch
WI ran the café in Church House. Mitch Norman, the Bucky Maybes and Yellow Room provided music and
Martin Maudsley story telling. The Powerstock Cider festival gave us a generous £200 after their event in
April, which bought a new wheel barrow, and paid for a professional to run a pruning workshop.
May I end by thanking especially the committee for their commitment, enthusiasm, time, effort, skills and expertise
and all the other volunteers, supporters, and friends who together make up the Orchard team, and contribute to
this special place in the heart of Bridport. Cheers, team!
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2015 Treasurer’s report - David Hawkins
The bank account at the end of the year amounted to £1068.05 and this meets our aim to raise
sufficient funds to cover our operating costs. We decide on our annual budget for operating costs of
materials/equipment, publicity, website and tree care.
We raised income for BCOG funds with four events:
l Wassail in January - £33.56 as donations
l Apple Day - £632.26 - net surplus
l Allotment Day - £88.97 – takings for plant sales and the café of £105.74 less £16.77 for expenses
l Christmas Cheer – £64.10 – for the sale of pasteurised apple juice
We also received the following donations:
l West Dorset Beekeepers - £75.00
l Powerstock Festival - £200
l Melplash Show - £9.20
l Ropewalk Fair - £8.89
l Food Fair - £30.16
l Hire of Juicing equipment - £40 from hirers
The £75 from West Dorset Beekeepers was a donation for the bee friendly flowers planted in December 2014. The
£200 donation from the Powerstock Festival for ongoing costs.
Costs outside the planned budget are discussed at committee meetings and recorded in the minutes. The larger
items in 2015 were: £95.00 for information leaflets, £35.40 additional website software, £90.00 for the Coleman
shelter (for events), £55.20 for apple press parts and mileage and £70.80 for the pond liner and gravel for the bog
garden.
The community allotment group flourishes and the excess produce is sold on the allotment events - £88.97
mentioned above for the allotment day and other plant sales of £36.55 plus member’s contributions of £108.08. The
income received means that the allotment group is self-funding which includes the rent and water charge for the
additional allotment beds.
We used the residue of the Palmer Brewery Fund grant in 2014 in the early part of the year to complete the hedge
laying project alongside the allotments.
Overall the benefit of apple juice produced at Apple Day and juicing sessions amounts to around £300.
We thank C W Groves and Son again for their continued sponsorship of two copies of our regular newsletter at
£99.00 this year.
The surplus of BCOG funds amounts to £1,102.81 with £61.08 held as petty cash in the allotment funds.

Style – What style?
Hedge laying in January

photos by Ian Bark

You may remember an article in
the last Orchard newsletter
describing in detail the Midlands
hedge style adopted for the
dividing hedge between Orchard
and allotments. When asked
what style we should adopt for
the hedge between the
allotments and pond area, that
set me thinking.
Laid adjacent to the beetle bank, which was formed with the spoil dug from the pond, our hedge was intended to be
a wildlife haven. Our previous concern had been for the welfare of an allotment holder’s young daughter who
enjoyed running to the pond with a watering can. Up to now a temporary chestnut fence had helped to retain her on
the safe side, and as she’s now grown, the time was right to lay the hedge to about waist height, leaving much of the
top growth for a wildlife haven, pegging down with, and weaving in the material cut from the hedge, to help increase
density.
Time was running short on the day, so the team decided to ensure the allotment side was well pegged and trimmed
allowing access to the water trough, with the intention of trimming the pond side back next time.
As for style: Scruffy and unkempt might be a reasonable description, but I prefer wildlife haven. A place of shelter for
little critters among the thorns and spikes, which gave us so much pain in the laying process, where predators will
find it hard to reach.
My thanks again to the volunteers working that day, and this is an open invitation for trimming and pegging next time
Malcolm Drew
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2015

Apple Day

Our eighth successive Apple Day on Saturday 17th October 2015 was a
resounding success with several hundred people enjoying the relaxed,
cheery atmosphere. We have been incredibly lucky with the weather for all
of our Apple Days so far, and this was no exception.
Apple Day is a national celebration that was started by the charity Common Ground in
the early 1990s, and has become an important celebration of everything to do with
apples. And this year we all had a lot to celebrate, as it had been a bumper harvest all
round. The town crier was a welcome presence to announce the event throughout the
town.
There was a steady stream of people, from the local community, and further afield. The
word has certainly got around! The Bucky Maybe Ukulele group, Mitch Norman and his
guitar, and the local duo Yellow Room gave us their music. The Wyld Morris dancers
and musicians provided a visual as well as a musical treat.
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your diary:

One of the big attractions this year was our cardboard city, led by Celia and Charles
Marsh. Children’s imagination ran totally free range; they built dens, castles, and
tunnels and had a whale of a time. There was also pond dipping, where children (and
adults!) were able to examine at close quarters the wealth of varied wildlife to be found
in our pond. There was also apple bobbing, weaving, brass rubbings and smoothie
making, all enjoyed by all ages. Jim Binning and his bees delighted us all, and this year
people could try their hand at rolling candles from sheets of beeswax. Children were
transfixed by Martin Maudsley’s story telling and his apple tales.
Our apple press was in constant use throughout the day, producing fresh apple juice for
people to enjoy and to take away in bottles.
As always, we were very well supported by the Town Council, Groves Nurseries, Elwell
Fruit Farm, West Milton and Dorset Nectar cider makers, and Walditch WI who did a
brilliant job serving lunches in Church House. Paul Arthur

Thursday August
11th 3pm
Open Afternoon
on the community
allotment
Saturday October
15th 11am - 3pm
Apple Day
in the Orchard

Working days
on the
second Sunday
of every month
10am till 1pm

Please see our website and on Facebook for more pictures and information

www.bridportcommunityorchard.org.uk
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